=) 
HII 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: — Donna Brock 
(216) 707-2260 
dbrock@clevelandart.org 


The Cleveland Museum of Art, Cuyahoga County Public Libraries 
Continue Building Bridge to 21st Century Education 


Partnership Set to Transform Classroom, Life-Long Learning Paradigms 


CLEVELAND (May 22, 2006) — With the use of innovative distance learning and e-community-building 
technologies, The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and Cuyahoga County Public Library (CCPL) continue to 
create a model of 21st century education that is transforming the way academic information is delivered, 
broadening the scope of the audiences to which it can be delivered, and fortifying the capacity to build experiential 
knowledge among learners. 

The 24-month partnership, Knowledge Building and the 21st Century Learning Community, began in 
2004 with a $500,000 grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. In short, the collaboration allows 
CMA and CCPL to engage targeted communities of learners with content that combines the rich digital resources 
of both institutions, the 40,000 works of art in the Museum’s permanent collection and more than three million 


volumes, ranging from books to CD-ROMs, in CCPL’s 28 branches. The goals of the project are direct: 


e To create dynamic learning communities connected by a high-speed network that will transform 
the traditional educational experience and foster social interaction; 

e To create “knowledge networks” that access and combine the rich digital media of both 
institutions, blending them with diverse elements in a manner that is relevant to targeted 
communities; and 

e To increase the level of social interactivity central to the learning experience, in the process 


debunking the misperception that museums and libraries are “‘static fortresses.” 


According to Marjorie Williams, director of Education and Public Programming for the Museum, “This 
program allows learners of all ages to transcend the traditional search for and compilation of facts and “raw data” 
in favor of experiences that are contextually relevant and germane to the subject area, as well as the learners’ own 
thoughts, interests and resources.” CCPL Executive Director Sari Feldman added that, “By targeting specific 
learning communities, the social interaction within a group greatly influences and becomes a part of the richness of 
the educational experience. Groups of individuals with common life experiences and interests benefit from shared 
experiences, shared resources and shared meaning around a particular topic or theme.” To date these ideals are 


being successfully implemented through three diverse public programs. 


(more) 
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Seniors Tour International “Destinations” 


One of the project’s targeted populations, Northeast Ohio’s growing population of retired senior citizens, 
is currently engaged in a program that provides both social interaction and new, exciting experiences in an 
innovative fashion. On Tuesdays, participants in the “Destinations in Art” program are “transported” to 
international locales via the use of teleconferencing equipment at Maple Heights and Mayfield library branches. 

Through a series of arts-rich travelogue lessons, learners use their existing or newly acquired Internet 
skills to “visit” destinations such as Italy, the Netherlands and Greece. These “live” lessons combine works of art 
and objects from CMA’s world-renowned permanent collection with the appropriate music, literature, cooking 
demonstrations and foreign language instruction to more full enhance the “travel” experience. Following each 
“Journey,” a software program, iCohere®, allows participants to augment their experiences by accessing online 
collections at both institutions, as well as follow-up resources. 

Upcoming sessions will focus on Japan, with Part 1 scheduled for June 6, 2:30 — 3:30 pm; and 
Part 2 set for June 13, 2:30 — 3:30 pm. 


Students, Teachers Get “Slammed” 

“SLAM IT!” brings together diverse student participants and established teacher-mentors who possess 
expertise in visual arts, poetry, the spoken word and jazz for seven consecutive sessions at Mayfield and Maple 
Heights library branches, beginning in September and culminating with a student poetry slam at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Cleveland (MOCA) in November. Sessions are connected through CMA’s Distance Learning 
Studio allowing participants and “judges” to share poetry, ideas and creative input. The technology also provides 
virtual poetry work shopping easily accessible to participants throughout Northeast Ohio. SLAM IT! 
registration is free. 

For teachers, SLAM IT! demonstrates how videoconferencing technology can be incorporated into the 
classroom and how it can be used to illuminate connections between art and poetry. Advance registration is 
required for the next teachers’ session, which is set for Wednesday, Aug. 16, from 

6:30 — 8 pm. To register, visit www.clevelandart.org/slamit. 

For teens, SLAM IT! offers an opportunity to join and share their work with an e-community of teen 
poets, compete in poetry slams, be published and contribute to a project CD. Teens also will have the opportunity 
to learn from area poets, including Kelly Harris, a member of the 2003 winning Cleveland Slam Team and winner 
of the Wendy L. Moore Emerging Artists Award, and Michael Harris, a 20-year veteran poetry teacher and 
performer and five-time captain of the Cleveland Slam Team. 

Teens can register to become a part of the SLAM IT! e-community by contacting Lenaia 


Burbank, 216-707-6896, or online at www.clevelandlart.org/slamit. 


(more) 
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Teachers Can Learn New Lessons This Summer 

A third targeted population for Knowledge- Building in the 21st Century Learning Community is teachers. 
Through the collaboration’s Educator’s Academy, the CMA and CCPL will hold a two-day seminar “Out of the 
Box and Off the Shelf: Integrating Museum and Library Resources into Academic Content Areas.” 

Teachers may attend on either of two dates, June 14 and 15; or August 1 or 2. Both workshops will be 
held at Maple Heights and Mayfield library branches from 9:30 am — 5:30 pm each day. The workshop fee is $185 
for participants wishing to receive one graduate credit from Cleveland State University, or $40 without the credit. 

Teachers present will engage in a CMA videoconference designed to explore literacy, diversity, and 
technology and their connections to curricula, and to learn how to integrate and interpret CMA’s art as a primary 
resource for social studies, math, science, and language arts curricula. Participants also will learn how to create an 
electronic resource portfolio using PowerPoint (some knowledge of PowerPoint is required), and will learn more 
about the many teaching resources at CMA and CCPL. 

To register for the workshop, teachers must contact the CMA Ticket Office at 216-421-7350. For more 
information on the seminar, contact Dale Hilton at 216-707-2491 or dhilton@clevelandart.org. For information on 
the CSU credit, teachers should contact Colleen Simon at 216-523-7142. 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 
122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. Its mission is to grow and sustain a “Nation of Learners” because life-long 
learning is essential to a democratic society and individual success. Through its grant making, convenings, research 
and publications, the Institute empowers museums and libraries nationwide to provide leadership and services to 
enhance learning in families and communities, sustain cultural heritage, build twenty-first-century skills, and 
increase civic participation. To learn more about the Institute, visit www.imls.gov. 

Cuyahoga County Public Library is ranked as one of the nation’s busiest and best library systems. In 2005, 
over 14 million items were borrowed from its collection and more than 6.5 million visitors passed through the 
doors of its 28 branches. For information on library programs and services, visit the website at 
www.cuyahogalibrary.org. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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